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MAP NOTICES. 

BY 

HENRY GANNETT. 

The U. S. Geological Survey has issued five sheets recently. 
Two of these, known by the titles of Tolchester and Choptank, 
are in Maryland, and are upon a scale of 1:125,000, with contours 
having an interval of 20 . The first of these lies just east of Balti- 
more and includes considerable areas upon either side of Chesapeake 
Bay. The land west of the bay lies just above the fall line, and 
shows a country which has been base-levelled, elevated and subse- 
quently dissected. Ths eastern shore of the bay is composed of the 
low, young country of the Atlantic plain, now in process of subsi- 
dence. 

The Choptank sheet includes Annapolis in its northwest corner 
and a considerable area of the Atlantic plain upon the east side of 
the bay. 

The first sheet from the survey of Indian Territory has appeared. 
This is known as the McAlester sheet, and is upon a scale of 
1 : 1 25,000, with a contour interval of 50 . The town of McAlester 
is near its northern edge. It represents a region of narrow, rather 
crooked ridges, the general trend being northeast and southwest, 
being the westward continuation of the Ozark ridges. These ridges 
are mainly of sandstone, the valleys separating them being of lime- 
stone. It is a region quite similar in structure and in the effect of 
erosion to the Appalachian valley, having been greatly folded and 
faulted and subjected to erosion for a long period. 

In Colorado is one sheet, Durango, in the southwestern portion 
of the State, upon the southern slopes of the San Juan Mountains. 
This sheet is on a scale of i :62,5oo with contours of 100'. 

From Utah is one sheet known as the Tintic special sheet. It 
is upon a scale of 1:62,500, with a contour interval of 50'. It in- 
cludes the Tintic mining district, with Tintic valley upon the west 
and Goshen valley upon the east. These are desert valleys with- 
out outlet, and the wash from the mountains has been deposited in 
them, filling them to great depths with detritus. Most of the 
streams flowing from the mountains have built up beautiful, although 
small, alluvial fans. 
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The U. S. General Land Office has published a map of Alaska, 
upon a scale of 48 miles to i inch, on which relief is expressed by 
crayon shading. The map is, in the main, a copy of that published 
by the Coast Survey with a little additional geographic information, 
such as the routes of travel, the location of missions, boundaries of 
land districts, mineral discoveries, etc. A rather premature attempt 
is made to show the isotherms of the region. The economy of pre- 
paring this map is questionable since it contains very little of a 
geographical character which is not shown upon the Coast Survey 
map, and nothing of an economic character which is not better 
shown upon that of the Geological Survey. 



